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Gold water with dart gnn, former CIA chief Richard Helms on the stand: Did the CIA lie to itself? 


may now find that his coattails have 
shrunk to the point where some Republi- 
cans will not want to try to ride them at all 
next year. For the moment, be showed no 
lack of zeal for campaigning; at the 
weekend, he was again exhorting the 
COP faithful on a Bicentennial swing in 
the Western states. 

For the Democrats nationally, Dur- 
kin's victory was seen as clear vindica- 
tion of their present strategy of dogged 
opposition to Ford on almost every issue. 
It also suggests that while Ford may have 
won nearly all the Capitol Hill battles on 
energy and the economy, he just may be 
losing the war in the process. 

Strike: The battles may not be as easily 
won from now on, eitner. On the day 
after the election, the Democrats were 
already flexing their new muscle. At 
issue in the House was a major oil bill 
with a sharp price rollback. Last July, 
when the Republicans proposed to strike 
the rollback, the Democrats, fearing de- 
feat, postponed the vote; when they 
returned from the August recess, they 
expected to win — narrowly. But in the 
wake of New Hampshire, they won 
heavily, 242-151. Durkin's election, 
gloated House Majority Leader Thomas 
(Tip) O’Neill, “was worth 30 votes at 
least.” The Administration lost on subse- 
quent votes as well, and veteran political 
observers suggested that the Democrats 
were now really ready for battle. 

For the moment, the Republicans 
were in obvious disarray as they sur- 
veyed their loss in New Hampshire. 
“We re all in trouble,” said state Repub- 
lican chairman Gerry Carmen, and it 
seemed hardly likely that many of his 
GOP colleagues were about to disagree 
wi th him. 

— SANDRA SALMANS TONY FULLER m New Hemps*** 
end HAL BRUNO m Washington 


The CIA’s Show-and-Tell 


s an indignant Sen. Frank Church 
_ saw it, the Central Intelligence 
Agency has been mired for months in a 
series of charges that made the agency 
seem at times like “a rogue elephant on a 
rampage.” Last week, the Idaho Demo- 
crat set his Senate Select Committee to a 
full airing of the case, starting with an 
improbable story of vials of deadly poi- 
son squirreled away by a CIA scientist in 
direct defiance of a Presidential order. In 
the end, the agency seemed more bum- 
bling than sinister. B it in the Church 
hearings and a matching inquiry by the 
House, the CIA also emerged as a hive of 
unaccountable men who were elusive 
with the White House, with the military 
they were allegedly serving, with the 
public and eventually with themselves. 

The Church committee hearings be- 
gan with an elaborate show- 
and-tell of CIA hard- and 
software developed over 
the course of an eighteen- 
year, $3 million program 
code-named “Project Na- 
omi.” As CIA director Wil- 
liam Colby told it, Naomi 
was actually a cluster of 
covert development pro- 
grams run joindy by the 
Army and the agency; 
among other things, the re- 
sults included a family of 
poisons capable of induc- 
ing everything from diar- 
rhea and memory loss to 
paralysis and death. Colby 
brought along evidence of 
Naomi s technological mar- 
vels as well — including a 
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battery-powered dart gun said to be 
capable of delivering a poisoned missile 
at a range of up to 300 feet There were 
also pictures of the poison darts, which 
dissolve on impact, leaving no trace. 

Other items of 007 hardware men- 
tioned in testimony during the week 
included a heat-sensitive engine-bolt for 
automobiles that releases poisonous va- 
pors into the passenger compartments. 
There were also such exotic weapons as 
fountain-pen, umbrella and walking- 
stick dart guns. One Defense Depart- 
ment scientist described a fluorescent 
bulb that would emit toxic substances 
when turned on — and a button made of 
poison that could simply be sewn on an 
agent's shirt and worn into another coun- 
try. Finally, there was the “road deposi- 
tor.” This was an aerosol can filled with 
bacteria to be sprayed on 
highways or railroad tracks. 
The idea was that the toxic 
bacteria would be picked 
up and spread by the 
wheels of passing vehicles. 

As part of Project Naomi, 
Colby said, the agency had 
also devised “methods and 
. systems for carrying out co- 
vert attacks against crops” 
and had even simulated a 
chemical ‘attack on New 
York City subways, using a 
harmless gas. 

The most intriguing Na- 
omi product was a batch of 
deadly shellfish poison that 
turned up only a few 
months ago in a CIA store- 
The shellfish poison room — five years after Pre- 

Newsweek, September 29, 1975 



